Mezinarodni konference: SSA — Semiotics of
Friendships: Relations Beyond Interactions

ENG below

Ve dnech 24.-28. zafi 2025 se v Praze uskutecnila mezinarodni konference Semiotics of Friendships: Relations
Beyond Interactions, pofadana védeckou spole¢nosti Semiotic Society of America (SSA) ve spolupraci s Fakultou
humanitnich studii UK, Filosofickou fakultou UK, Univerzitou Palackého v Olomouci a Mezinarodnim
sémiotickym institutem ( https://isisemiotics.upol.cz/ ).

Semiotic Society of America je predni profesni organizaci sdruzujici badatele a badatelky se spole€nym zajmem
o studium znakd a znakovych systému(. Od svého zaloZeni v roce 1975 podporuje mezioborovy vyzkum propojujici
analytické a kritické pFistupy k transmodernimu svétu. Clenové spoleénosti pisobi v Sirokém spektru disciplin — od
filosofie, antropologie, biologie, kognitivni védy, kybernetiky, vytvarného uméni, prava, literarni kritiky, lingvistiky, logiky,
marketingu, medialnich studii, matematiky, pedagogiky, psychologie az po studia nabozZenstvi.

Lokalni organizagni tym pod vedenim dr. Martina Svantnera (FHS UK), ve spolupraci s dr. Ludmilou Lackovou-
Bennett (FHS UK; feditelkou Mezinarodniho sémiotického institutu), dr. Martinem Machackem (absolventem
doktorského programu Sémiotika a filosofie komunikace), dr. lvanem Fominem (FF UK) a za vydatné pomoci
studujicich FHS UK vedenych Mgr. Alenou Ilvanovou, pfipravil konferenci pod zastitou pani dékanky FHS UK doc.
Véry Sokolové. Do Prahy tak na konci zafi zavitalo pfiblizné sedmdesat u€astnic a c¢astnikti z celého svéta.

Bohaty program konference (program zde: https://www.semioticsocietyofamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/
SSA-2025-Conference-Program-Schedule.pdf ) nabidl Siroké spektrum témat reflektujicich pratelstvi jako komplexni
fenomén presahujici kazdodenni interakce. Pfispévky se vénovaly napfiklad vztahu pratelstvi k zivé pfirodg, vytvarnému
umeéni, mezikulturnimu dialogu, nabozenské zkuSenosti, ale i vyzvam, které pfinaseji generativni jazykové modely a
uméla inteligence.

Konferenci slavnostné zahajil plenarni pfednaskou predni Cesky biosémiotik doc. Anton Markos (Pfirodovédecka
fakulta UK). Mezi dalSimi fe€niky vystoupila fada vyznamnych sémiotikl a sémioti¢ek: prof. Claus Emmeche, prof.
Kalevi Kull, prof. Susan Petrilli a svétoznamy antropolog prof. Daniel Everett, prosluly objevenim jazyka kmene
Pirah?, ktery pravdépodobné postrada rekurzivni strukturu. Tento objev se stal pfedmétem mnoha debat a ved| ke
zpochybnéni teorie univerzalni gramatiky Noama Chomskyho.

Vrcholem programu bylo udéleni prestizniho ocenéni Sebeok Award za celozivotni pfinos sémiotice, které prevzala
prof. Lucia Santaella. Na§ doktorand Mgr. Vojtéch Volak (Sémiotika a filosofie komunikace) se stal jiz €tvrtym
studentem FHS UK, ktery ziskal ocenéni Roberta Kevelson Award za nejlepsi studentsky pfispévek konference (vice
zde: https://www.semioticsocietyofamerica.org/roberta-kevelson-award ).

Nejen studujici tak méli moznost — i v ramci doprovodného programu — setkat se s odbornicemi a odborniky, které
dosud znali jen jako jména na tirazich knih a ¢lankl, nebo navazat nové pratelské vztahy s kolegynémi a kolegy z
mezinarodnich pracovist.

Konference SSA 2025 v Praze potvrdila, Zze sémiotika pratelstvi je nejen aktualnim, ale i hluboce interdisciplinarnim
tématem, které otevira nové cesty porozuméni vztah(m v lidském i nelidském svété. Na jejim zakladé nase fakulta
aktualné dojednava navstévu dvou zahraniénich profesor(i, ktefi se vénuji pravé tématu zmény, jiz pfindsi uméla
inteligence.

Akce byla podpofena programem BIP Erasmus Plus na Univerzité Palackého v Olomouci.

Fotodokumentace (Ondrej Trojan; Katefina Chrapkova; Beatriz Alves):
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Y24UCGEBIi7dC8S6JtBdU-sspP8jF_nYi
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International Conference: SSA — Semiotics of Friendships: Relations Beyond Interactions

From September 24 to 28, 2025, the international conference Semiotics of Friendships: Relations Beyond Interactions
took place in Prague. The event was organized by the Semiotic Society of America (SSA) in collaboration with the
Faculty of Humanities, Charles University, the Faculty of Arts, Charles University, Palacky University Olomouc,
and the International Semiotic Institute ( https://isisemiotics.upol.cz/ ).

The Semiotic Society of America is a leading professional organization bringing together scholars with a shared
interest in the study of signs and sign systems. Since its founding in 1975, the Society has supported interdisciplinary
research that bridges analytical and critical approaches to the transmodern world. Its members represent a wide range
of disciplines — from philosophy, anthropology, biology, cognitive science, cybernetics, visual arts, law, literary criticism,
linguistics, logic, marketing, media studies, mathematics, education, and psychology to religious studies.

The local organizing team, led by Dr. Martin Svantner (Faculty of Humanities, Charles University), in collaboration
with Dr. Ludmila Lackova-Bennett (Faculty of Humanities, Charles University; Director of the International Semiotic
Institute), Dr. Martin Machacek (graduate of the doctoral program in Semiotics and Philosophy of Communication),
Dr. Ivan Fomin (Faculty of Arts, Charles University), and with the generous support of students from the Faculty of
Humanities led by Mgr. Alena Ivanova, prepared the conference under the auspices of the Dean of the Faculty of
Humanities, Assoc. Prof. Véra Sokolova. The event welcomed approximately seventy participants from around the
world.

The rich conference program (available here: https://www.semioticsocietyofamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/
SSA-2025-Conference-Program-Schedule.pdf ) offered a wide range of topics reflecting friendship as a complex
phenomenon that transcends everyday interactions. Contributions explored, for example, the relationship between
friendship and the natural world, visual arts, intercultural dialogue, religious experience, as well as the challenges posed
by generative language models and artificial intelligence.

The conference was officially opened by a keynote lecture from leading Czech biosemiotician Assoc. Prof. Anton
Markos (Faculty of Science, Charles University). Other keynote speakers included prominent semioticians Prof. Claus
Emmeche, Prof. Kalevi Kull, Prof. Susan Petrilli, and world-renowned anthropologist Prof. Daniel Everett, known for
his discovery of the Pirah? language, which is believed to lack recursive structure. This discovery has sparked extensive
debate and challenged Noam Chomsky’s theory of universal grammar.

A highlight of the program was the presentation of the prestigious Sebeok Award for lifetime achievement in
semiotics, which was awarded to Prof. Lucia Santaella. Our doctoral student Mgr. Vojtéch Volak (Semiotics and
Philosophy of Communication) became the fourth student from the Faculty of Humanities, Charles University,
to receive the Roberta Kevelson Award for the best student paper at the conference (more here: hitps:/
www.semioticsocietyofamerica.org/roberta-kevelson-award ).

Not only students, but all participants had the opportunity — including through the accompanying program — to meet
scholars they had previously known only as names on book covers and journal articles, and to form new friendships
with colleagues from international institutions.

The SSA 2025 Conference in Prague confirmed that the semiotics of friendship is not only a timely but also a deeply
interdisciplinary topic, opening new pathways for understanding relationships in both the human and more-than-human
world. Based on the conference, our faculty is currently arranging visits from two international professors who specialize
in the transformations brought about by artificial intelligence.

The event was supported by the BIP Erasmus Plus programme at Palacky University Olomouc.

Photo documentation (Ondfej Trojan; Katefina Chrapkova; Beatriz Alves):
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Y24UCGEBi7dC8S6JtBdU-sspP8jF_nYi
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