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Research Areas
Michal Lehečka is a social anthropologist. His main scientific interests lie in the areas of urban anthropology, ethnographic
methods of inquiry and applied/engaged research (Anthropictures and AutoMat NGO’s).
Within his academic and applied research he deals with various urban phenomena: community development, housing
policies,  displacement and gentrification, urban movements, migration, segregation as well as issue of modernist
housing estates in CEE countries (topic of his dissertation thesis).
Currently, he focuses on urban planning policies within the contexts of global flows and theoretical conceptions of
production of space.

In 2018 he established a Laboratory of Sustainable Urbanism under AutoMat NGO, based in Prague – a transdisciplinary
workspace focusing on the issues of social urbanism and sustainable mobility.

Since 2021 he is a vice-president of Czech Association for Social Anthropology (board member since 2017).
• Urban Anthropology
• Applied and Engaged Anthropology
• Anthropology of Space
• Development Anthropology
• Qualitative Research Methodology
• Urban Studies
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• Gentrification and Displacement
• Urban Segregation and Migration
• Modernist Housing Estates

Courses
See   SIS .

Contact Information and Office Hours
See   SIS .

Education
• 2021: PhD. in Anthropology, Faculty of Humanities, Charles University
• 2013: M. A. in General Anthropology, Faculty of Humanities, Charles University
• 2010: B. A., in Liberal Arts and Humanities, Faculty of Humanities, Charles University

Employment
• 2022: lecturer at University of New York in Prague (Cultural Anthropology)
• 2021 – 2022: external lecturer, Institute of Sociological Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University.
• 2019 – 2021: researcher, project Cultural Capital: Legitimization mechanisms and reproduction of cultural hierarchies

(Czech Science Foundation).
• 2018 – 2022: head of Laboratory of Sustainable Urbanism (AutoMat NGO)
• 2014 – 2019: external lecturer, Department of General Anthropology, Faculty of Humanities, Charles University.
• 2014 – 2018: applied researcher/ethnographer, Anthropictures NGO

Other experiences
• 2019 – 2022: head coordinator, Městem film festival: Urbanism and Mobility
• 2018: curator, exhibition Arrival City Prague: Southwest City in cooperation with Goethe Institut Prague and

Deutsches Architektrumuseum
• 2017: research internship, Laboratory of Critical Urbanism, European Humanities University, Visaginas and Vilnius
• 2014 – 2022: External consultant in urban planning, participatory development and social issues (state and municipal

institutions, local authorities, private sector)     

Research
• 2019 – 2021: Grant project, Kulturní kapitál: legitimizační mechanismy a reprodukce kulturních hierarchií (Czech

Science Foundation GAČR 19-12372S, principal researcher Dr. Ondřej Špaček).
• 2018: Arrival City Prague: Southwest City. Ethnographic research and exhibition (donor: Goethe Institut Prague).
• 2017: researcher, grant project „Urban Processes in Contemporary City“, SVV 260 470, Glokalizovaný svět a jeho

místa.
• 2016: principal researcher, Migration and Dangerous Speech. Beyond Zero NGO (USA). Applied ethnography of

migration narratives in Czech Republic.
• 2014 – 2016: researcher, (Do) We Know Each Other. Participatory Community Development. NROS Foundation,

Applied research in Modernist Housing Estate.
• 2014: principal researcher, Monitoring of Communities in Pilsen. Pilsen 2015 European Capital of Culture. Applied

urban research.
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