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Michael Polak holds a PhD in Modern Social History from the Faculty of Arts at Charles University. His research focuses
on the history of the 19th and 20th centuries, with special attention to various social movements. In addition to several
scholarly studies on the student movement of the 1950s and 1960s in Czech and international journals such as the
Journal of Modern European History, Czech Journal of Contemporary History, and Contradictions, he is co-author of
books Necekame nic od reforem. Kapitoly o ¢eském anarchismu (2024), in which he examined anarcho-syndicalist
miners, and Kultura svépomoci: ekonomické a politické rozméry v eském subkulturnim prostfedi pozdniho statniho
socialismu a postsocialismu (2017), in which he examined neo-Nazism in the period of late socialism. His current
research focuses on the environmental aspects of the more-than-class conflict between miners and mine owners in the
19th and 20th centuries. At the FHS he is part of the Resisterra project , which deals with more-than-human politics
in the Central and Eastern European space.
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Employment

* 2020 — 2022 — Researcher, Faculty of Arts, Charles University
* 2017 — 2019 — Researcher in the Documentation Centre for Property Transfers of the Cultural Assets of WW Il
Victims, p.b.o.
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Education

» 2024: Ph.D., modern social history, Faculty of Arts, Charles University dissertation: Students in Post-Stalinist
Czechoslovakia: Universities and Students’ Participation (1956 — 1969)
» 2018: MA, Institute of Economic and Social History, Faculty of Arts, Charles University.

Residencies

* 2022/2023: BayHost/BTHA, LMU Minchen.
» 2019/2020: Hermann und Else Schnabel Stiftung, Universitdt Hamburg, winter semester.
* 2012/2013: Erasmus, Universitat Leipzig.

Fundmg & Research Projects

2024 - 2027: postdoc, Resisterra: Conceptualizing more-than-human resistance of the Anthropocene, Primus.

+ 2020-22: researcher, The Czech science foundation (GA CR), Anarchism in the context of Czech Political Culture:
Presumptions, Parallels, Influences.

» 2014 —2016: researcher, Charles University Grant Agency (GA UK), Despite of authorities; transformations of Czech
and Slovak subculture scenes during the 1980s and 1990s.
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